October 27, 2009

Gold, Cold, the Atomic Bomb

and A Museum

Dear Parents/Guardians:

As you may know, we have begun our unit on Pacific Northwest history.  Since an in-depth study of all aspects of our rich regional past is impossible, I have decided to have the students conduct research on various topics and create displays for a 7th Grade PNW History Museum.  This museum will be located in the press box just outside of my classroom (#201) and will be installed sometime in early/mid-December.   We will have a formal museum opening; so do look for a invitation.

My goal for this project is to give all the kids a snapshot of the significant events and trends of PNW history.  It will also give them an opportunity to experience the formal research process, a skill that will serve them well throughout their academic lives. To that end, Ms. Harris (MS librarian) and I will be pacing them through the many steps of academic research: selecting a topic, using and evaluating many resources, organizing research into a clear and cohesive presentation, writing an annotated bibliography, etc.

As part of their research, I would like the students to visit two sites outside of the classroom.

First, I would like your child to visit the Northwest Room in the downtown branch of the Tacoma Public Library (1102 Tacoma Ave. South, 253-591-5622).  The librarians who manage this amazing room know more about Pacific Northwest history than perhaps anyone in Washington State.  Also, this room is full of information, including lots of primary source materials.  Your child will find actual 100-year-old newspaper articles, countless original photographs, brochures from the 1940s, etc.

When you and your child visit the Northwest Room, immediately introduce yourselves to one of the librarians.  I have been sending students to them for years and they not only love to help, but they also know our topics and the available resources. These librarians can quickly point your child in the right direction. Be sure to bring some dimes.  Most of the documents and research materials cannot be taken from the room and copies cost $.10 per page.  Do allow at least a couple of hours for this visit.

To further help your child, Ms. Harris has graciously offered to be at the Northwest Room on the following dates:

Friday, November 6: 9:00 - 2:00 This is Conference Day
Tuesday, November 10: 3:30  - 6:00


Thursday, November 12:  3:30 - 6:00

TURN OVER


Monday, November 16: 3:30 - 6:00

Wednesday, November 18: 3:30 – 6:00

Saturday, November 21: 10:00 – 1:00

If you bring your child on any of these dates, she will available to help. You may find me there, as well.

My second request is that you and your child visit the Washington State History Museum in downtown Tacoma (1911 Pacific Ave). The intent of the museum visit is to acquaint your child with the different methods of displaying information in a museum setting.  Although the suggested museum is the Washington State History Museum you may certainly visit any other history museum.  For example, you may want to visit a museum specifically connected to your child’s research topic.  For a list of those museums, go to the MS library website - Projects - 7th Grade - Pacific Northwest History - Museums (at the bottom of the page).  Your child has been given a museum packet that includes information on what to look for/at when they visit a museum.

I am requiring visits to these sites for two reasons.  First of all, I hope to make your child’s research as easy as possible.  Secondly, it is hard not to get excited about history as you hold an original photograph from 1920 or a yellowed, fragile newspaper clipping from 1883, etc.  My ultimate goal is that students not only learn much about their local history, but that they also find the research process manageable and exciting – as I do.

Finally, I would like all students to visit both sites before Monday, November 23, as their completed research packets will be due on that date.  (They will be starting their final museum displays on that Monday.)  Please note: much of your child(ren)’s display preparation work will be done in class, but some of it will be set as a series of mini-deadlines on standard homework nights. 

If, for some reason, you cannot get your child to either of these two locations, please let me know.

Finally, sometime in the next two weeks I will be sending home one more letter explaining the requirements for the final displays. 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions (253-620-8415 or jpetrich@charleswight.org).  I am looking forward to a well-researched and fascinating museum – and some excited kids…

Jenise Petrich

P.S. To indicate that you have read this letter, please complete the attached sheet and have your child return it to me by this Monday, November 2.

Gold, Cold, the Atomic Bomb

and A Museum

Please check one:

____ Yes, I will be able to take my child to both the Northwest Room and a history museum before Monday, November 23.

_____ No, I cannot get my child to the Northwest Room or a history museum before Monday, November 23.  I will call you to make other arrangements.

Child’s Name: _______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________

Thanks for your help.

